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PRIORITY: DISARMAMENT 


Strategies Discussed at Annual Meeting 


| are urgency of stopping the arms race before it is too late was the major issue 
before the Annual Meeting of the WILPF, attended by 192 delegates and 38 
visitors. Linus Pauling, in his speech on the first afternoon. told delegates that the 
explosion of one twenty-megaton bomb would release seven times the explosive 
energy of all the explosives used in World War I — and that the United States 
probably has 20.000 that size — 100,000 bombs altogether. The Russians don’t 
have quite so many. but many times more than the 300 needed to kill every 
American, he said. And yei both countries go on producing thousands more each year. 


These great super-hombs have reveal- 
ed “the complete insanity of nuclear 
war.” Dr. Pauling said. and urged the 
WILPF to do everything possible to 
bring this home to the American people. 
Enlist students in the campaign. he 
urged, and closed with an appeal to 
organize a million young people in the 
peace movement. 


The seriousness of the crisis the peace 
movement in the United States faces as 
a result of the collapse of the Summit 
was discussed by Norman Whitney of 
the American Friends Service Commit- 
tee, Nelson Bengston of the Committee 
on World Development and World Dis- 
armament, and Sanford Gottlieb of 
SANE at the June 18th evening session 
on strategies for disarmament. chaired 


by WILPF President Orlie Pell. 


Norman Whitney emphasized the tre- 
mendous power of the military in the 
United States. demonstrated by events 
of the past six weeks. Both he and 
Nelson Bengston felt that we cannot 
look to the United States to take the 
lead toward disarmament and that the 
American public must somehow be edu- 
cated to understand that national secur- 
ity does not lie in increased armaments. 
They thought that the growing popular 
movement in Britain for unilateral dis- 
armament offered some hope. They saw 
building an informed and enlightened 
public opinion as the main function 
of the American peace movement. 


Sanford Gottlieb thought there was 
a growing interest in disarmament 
among the American people. He thought 
the slogan of the peace movement should 
be “Do You Want to Live?” He urged 
selling disarmament as the key to na- 
tional security and survival — but he 
did not think that unilateral disarma- 
ment was a practical alternative. 


In response to questions from the 
floor the panelists suggested a number 


of activities in local communities: 


1. Reach out to other individuals 
and groups and involve them in inter- 
views with congressional candidates and 
convention delegates. 

2. Buy and distribute the best avail- 
able literature week after week to good 
contacts. 

3. Sponsor showings of plays like 
"Which way the Wind?" 

4. Write letters to newspapers. 

5. Learn to communicate with non- 
members—make issues relevant to them. 


Dr. Pauling presents Jane Addams 
Children’s Award books to Mrs. 
Richard Bond, Director of Chapel 
Hill, N. C., Public Library. 


Grants Awarded 


Announcement has been made of two 
awards by the Hull Memorial Fund, 
described in the April issue of FOUR 
LIGHTS. One grant has gone to Gene 
Sharp, former secretary to A. J. Muste, 
for his study of non-violent resistance, 
at the University of Oslo during 1960-61. 
The other award was made to Anne 
Forrester of Philadelphia, a Bennington 
College freshman, to work with the 
American Friends Service Committee 
during the summer of 1960. 


JANE ADDAMS CENTENNIAL 


then he 
showed 
four lights 
when he 
wished them 
to set full 
sail and 
follow in 
his wake. 
—Magellan. 


JULY, 1960 


BACK TO McCARTHY ? 


“Democracy and violence cannot long 
survive together” someone at Annual 
Meeting quoted Gandhi as saying, and 
the subpoena served on Dr. Linus Paul- 
ing as he left after speaking at the 
opening session illustrated this truth. 

Congressman James Roosevelt, at the 
Sunday evening session, roundly con- 
demned the subpoenaing of Dr. Pauling 
as an act bringing “tremendous harm to 
our own country.” We need people 
who “have the courage to disagree” 
with prevailing cold war attitudes. he 
said. in urging the delegates to see 
their Congressmen. A hundred mem- 
bers of Congress had told him privately 
that they agreed with his public attack 
on the House un-American Activities 
Committee. but that they did not dare 
to say so in an election year, the Con- 
gressman said. 

A resolution unanimously adopted at 
the closing business session supported 
Dr. Pauling in his refusal to give to 
the Senate Sub-committee the list of 
scientists who had helped him to se- 
cure thousands of American signatures 
to the international petition calling for 
an end to atomic tests which he filed 
with the UN in 1958. because it would 4 
subject them to harassment and possibly 
to loss of employment. 


Gagging Dissent 

In a moving speech to the delegates. 
Ava Pauling. WILPF National Board 
member, said. “We must be very clear 
on the issue involved. This attack is 
not on Linus Pauling but on the people 
of the country who want an agreement 
on disarmament ... It is against those 
who circulate petitions, who show in- 
terest at meetings . . . The people be- 
hind the investigating committee want 
to stop the swelling public opinion for 
peace. 

Action urged by the delegates includ- 
ed a campaign of letters to Senators 
calling on them to oppose any con- 
tempt proceedings against Dr. Pauling 
(he is ordered to appear August 9): 
raising funds for legal proceedings if 
necessary; asking other organizations 
to join us in protesting this attack on 
action for peace. 


June. 1961 
Annual Meeting in the Mid-West. 
Summer, 1962 
15th Triennial Congress of WILPF. 


The U. S. Section has invited the 
other Sections to meet in California. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 


Pre-emptive War 


Delegates to the Annual Meeting 
adopted a strong resolution urging re- 
jection of the dangerous concept of pre- 
emptive war. embodied in a report of 
the House Appropriations Committee 
for the Department of Defense as fol- 
lows: “2... we should maintain our 
armed forces in such a way and with 
such an understanding that should it 
ever become obvious that an attack up- 
on us or on our allies is imminent. we 
Jaunch an attack before the aggressor 
has hit us or our allies . no other 
form of deterrence can be fully relied 
upon.” The resolution points out that 
this policy might well precipitate nu- 
clear war. 


Japan - U.S. Treaty 


Another resolution calls upon our 
Government to respect the strong senti- 
ment of neutrality in Japan. whose vul- 
nerable position as a U.S. base was 
recently highlighted by the U-2 incident. 
“Contact with our Japanese Section re- 
veals a widespread opinion that forced 
ratification of the (Japanese - U.S. Se- 
curity) treaty represents a breakdown 
in democratic process that imperils the 
political future of Japan.” 


Disarmament 


a_ resolution on disarmament. 
WILPF urged our Government to: 1) 
Prepare for the inclusion of the People’s 
Republic of China in all disarmament 
councils; 2) Stop the transfer of nu- 
clear information and weapons to na- 
tions not now possessing them: 3) Plan 
now for the transition from an arms- 
based economy to one based on satisfy- 
ing human needs: 4) Provide for a 
Government agency with authority to 
prepare disarmament proposals; 5) Ex- 
ecute our disarmament plans. insofar 
as they involve other states. within the 
framework of the UN. 


Other resolutions urged abolition of 
the House un-American Activities Com- 
mittee; protested violation of the inter- 
national law of sovereignty over air- 
space: urged technical and other assist- 
ance for the new African _ states; 
supported sit-in demonstrations by 
southern students; urged the broad- 
casting industry to improve TV pro- 
grams for all ages and eliminate the 
excessive violence now prevalent. 


Space limitations prevent our print- 
ing the resolutions in full. Write to the 
National Office for a complete copy. 


CENTENNIAL BANQUET RECALLS HISTORIC OCCASION 


Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the birth of Jane Addams and the 43th 
year of WILPF, delegates to the Annual Meeting met again at the Willard Hotel 
in Washington, D. C.. where Miss Addams was feted at WILPF’s 20th anniversary 
with a gala banquet in May. 1935. Among the speakers on that occasion were: 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt; The Hon. Harold L. Ickes; Dr. Alice Hamilton: Sidney 
Hillman: Oswald Garrison Villard. Miss Addams addressed the capitols of Great 
Britain, France, Russia. Japan. and our own people. in a round-the-world broadcast 
over NBC —a milestone in radio broadcasting. She was answered from these 
capitols by a leading official of each nation. Featured speakers at this year’s Jane 
Addams Centennial Dinner, which took place June 20 in the same room where the 
1935 banquet was held, were Philip Noel-Baker. British M.P. and 1959 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, and Mrs. Eugene Meyer of Washington. D. C.. noted author. social 


worker, and philanthropist. 


AGNES MEYER URGES WORLD CONGRESS OF WOMEN 


Calling on American women to realize 
their power for good and to emulate 


Jane Addams in demanding that dis- 
armament discussions continue. Agnes 
Meyer urged WILPF to call another 
international convention of women, in- 
cluding communist) women. “Surely 
communist women do not theit 
children to be murdered any more than 
we dow said) Mrs. Mever. “Such a 
conference of women should say to the 
leaders of whatever country they rep- 
resent: "You are at present headed 
toward mass murder and catastrophe. 
We. as the mothers of the race. em- 
phatically object. if the agenda 
were limited in scope. if we brought to 
bear on such a conference the whole 
barrage of social and scientific knowl- 
edge we possess today. it could not but 
he effective.” 

That those who resist the forces that 
would have us “arm to the teeth” and 
“get tough” with the Russians. may be 
attacked as appeasers or Reds. Mrs. 
Mever said she realized only too well. 
But. “any woman who is intimidated by 


the possibility of MeCarthy-like 
attacks) should) remember that Jane 
Addams met the same fate with 
serenity.” 

world-wide conference of women. 
suggested Mrs. Meyer. could call upon 
each government to create a ministry of 
peace which would include scientificall 
trained Foreign Service officers and vep- 
resentatives of the physical and social 
sciences tu analyze the tensions. rivalries. 
and hostilities that make for war and 
exchange information with other such 
ministries. “If an international meeting 
of women made only this one demand.” 
said Virs. Mever. “for a continuous ra- 
tional approach to peace. it would serve 
notice on our world leadership that the 
women of all nations reject war as a 
solution of international conflicts.” 

(Later. Mrs. Meyer said to delegates. 
“Tf vou in the WILPF dont do it. | 
will.” At the final business session of 
the Annual Meeting. Iris Simpkins of 
the Cleveland Branch urged WILPF ae- 
tion: the question was referred to the 
incoming National Board.) 


NOEL-BAKER CALLS DISARMAMENT CHILD’S PLAY 
COMPARED TO DEFENSE 


Recalling the first WILPF Congress 
in 1915. when 1.000 women from a 
dozen countries gathered at The Hague 
to try to find a way to stop the war, 
Mr. Noel-Baker seconded Mrs. Meyer's 
plea for a new congress of women. He 
suggested a World Disarmament Year 
to follow up the fantastically successful 


World Refugee Year. 


Technically, disarmament is child’s 
play compared to the difficulty of na- 
tional defense against the modern means 
of war, said Mr. Noel-Baker. “It is not 
. .. the technical difficulties of disarma- 
ment which have prevented a treaty be- 
ing made. It’s the difficulty of getting 
the great, the momentous, political de- 
cision that is required,” he said. “That 
difficulty exists, and has so far proved 
decisive, because, strange as it seems 
to us, there are people who oppose dis- 
armament; who say it’s all Utopian 
. . . that history shows that wars will 
happen in the future as in times gone 
by.” But, he said, it is just those who 
think that there is safety in armaments 
who are the Utopians. ‘“They’ve lost 
every contact with reality.” And to 
those who say, “You can’t change hu- 
man nature,” Mr. Noel-Baker’s reply 
was, “But we’ve abolished human sac- 
rifice; dynastic and religious wars; 


duelling: human slavery: mass unem- 
ployment!” 


War is an anachronism. he said. With 
the crumbling of the barriers of time 
and space, all nations are becoming 
members of one society. He recalled the 
many times in recent history when 
definite progress was achieved; whgn 
hopes were high; when only by a nar- 
row margin did the military mind pre- 
vail. “Peripheral” or “limited” war, 
Mr. Noel-Baker called “the most foolish 
project on which human _brain-power 
has ever been spent. Unless our pur- 
pose, our declared objective, is to 
abolish wars of every kind, we had 
better not talk about disarmament any 
more.” 


DATES AHEAD 


August 28, 1960 
Dedication of Jane Addams House, 
Spittal, Austria. Katherine Arnett 
and Adelaide Baker will be there 
from the United States. 

September 6, 1960 
100th anniversary of Jane Addams’ 
birth. 

October, 1960 


United Nations Seminar (exact dates 
to be announced. 
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THE EMBATTLED SOUTH 


The enormous difficulties faced by 
southern members of WILPF were elo- 
quently presented by Vera_ Foster, 
WILPF Board member from Tuskegee, 
Ala., at the Annual Meeting. She told 
of the disenfranchisement of Negro 
residents of Tuskegee, of the juggling 
of assembly districts which gives con- 
trol of the state to the white citizen- 
dominated rural areas. She pointed out 
that no school integration has yet taken 
place in Alabama, Mississippi, South 
Carolina or Georgia. In spite of hope- 
ful signs like the recent integration of 
schools in Louisville, Ky., the acquittal 
of Martin Luther King, and the victories 
won by sit-in demonstrators, the major 
struggle for Negro equality is still ahead. 


Bess Walcott. delegate from Tuskegee. 
speaking at a discussion on building 
branches. cited “communication” as the 
big problem southern members face. 
“We are like deaf and dumb people try- 
ing to converse with mittens on our 
hands.” she said. Only in the Catholic. 
Episcopal and Presbyterian churches do 
Negro and white women work together. 
Other churches. PTA’s. Women’s Clubs. 


are all segregated. 


White women are terribly penalized 
if they work with Negro women, Mrs. 
Walcott said. Crosses are burned on 
lawns. they are subjected to insulting 
phone calls and may lose their jobs or 
find their husbands’ business attacked. 
Few can afford to run these risks. 


Delegates heard a brief speech from 
Edward B. King, expelled from Ken- 
tucky State College for his part in a sit- 
in demonstration. The students plan to 
send their own delegations to the Con- 
ventions of both parties. he said. He 
illustrated the importance of training in 
non-violence by telling of his experience 
of non-resistance when he was repeated- 
ly knocked around by a white youth 
during a sit-in. 


A resolution calling for full support 
of the students was unanimously passed 
by the delegates. 


New York Metropolitan Branch mem- 
bers on a Mothers Day march for peace. 
L. to r.: Dorothy de Mauriac, Minna 
Kashins, Sarah Wartell, Vally Weigl. 


WASHINGTON SURVEY 


INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE U-2 


By Annalee Stewart, Legislative Secretary 


The WILPF Annual Meeting in June 
passed resolution condemning the 
U-2 flight as a violation of international 
law. This raises the question: “Just 
what international law was violated?” 


There are two kinds of international 
law. Common international law is a 
body of principles deduced from widely 
accepted customs and generalized from 
principles widely found in treaties and 
conventions. Treaty law consists of the 
written rules agreed to by specific coun- 
tries in treaties and conventions. The 
U-2 violation is that of common law 
rather than of a specific treaty signed 
by ourselves and the USSR. 


The international law of air transport 
grew from principles evolved in a series 
of conferences starting in 1889. The 
1919 International Air Convention laid 
down three fundamental _ principles 
which formed the basis of much na- 
tional air law and of later bilateral and 
multilateral treaties on the subject. 
These principles were: (1) Each state 
has sovereignty over the air space above 
its territory; (2) Other nations have a 
qualified freedom of innocent passage 
which, however. “is granted as a privi- 
lege instead of being conceded as a 
natural right”: (3) nations may pro- 
claim prohibited zones over which 
foreign aircraft may not fly. 


Other conferences followed and at 
Chicago in 1944 the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (a_ specialized 
agency of the UN) was set up. The 
Charter of ICAO (Chapter VIII) says: 


“Every State has complete and exclu- 


BRANCH 


@ PRINCETON BRANCH has issued 
an impressive brochure on the findings 
of their Community Audit investigating 
discrimination in Princeton. Stella 
Hemphill, new Co-Chairman with Bess 
Walcott of Tuskegee of WILPF’s Civil 
Rights Committee, told delegates to the 
Annual Meeting that the Mayor of 
Princeton had received their report with 
favorable publicity and that they are 
now asking to appear on the programs 
of other organizations in the community 
to report findings. This is a project 
which could be undertaken in any com- 
munity, she said, since even good laws 
need an informed public in order to be 
enforced. 


® Participation in an all day conference 
on “Our Families’ Stake in Disarma- 
ment,” held under Friends Service Com- 
mittee auspices, and planning for a July 
9 “Walk for Disarmament” were two of 
the activities that helped build member- 
ship in the LOS ANGELES BRANCH, 
Margaret Simkin, California State Pres- 
ident, reported at Annual Meeting. An 
evening group concentrating on letter- 
writing has enlisted young mothers, 
growing numbers of whom seem to feel 
the need to do something on disarma- 
ment, she said. 


sive sovereignty over the air space 
above its territory.” Since the United 
States is, but the USSR is not, a mem- 
ber of ICAO. the violation is not that 
of a specific treaty with her. 


The recent launching of satellites (at 
levels far above the atmosphere) and 
the fact that their flights have gone un- 
protested, establishes a presumption that 
jurisdiction over air space does not 
extend indefinitely upward. The WILPF 
resolution asked for: (1) clarification 
through international agreement of the 
upper limits of air space, and (2) UN 
control of outer space above that level. 
It is gratifying to note that the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, its 
conclusions drawn from the U-2 hear- 
ings. urged UN action on point (1). 


WILPF members can take an action 
cue from Senator Morse. who said in 
the U-2 hearings, that Presidential 
candidates should make it crystal clear 
that they would not use aerial espion- 
age. which he termed a form of aggres- 
sion. the condoning of which would in- 
jure us in world opinion in southeast 
Asia. Latin America. and Africa. 


tt + 


Don't forget to use the Questionnaire 
for Candidates in interviewing both 
Congressional and Presidential nominees 
between now and the November elec- 
tions. Use your judgment in modifying 
the Questionnaire to fit current develop- 
ments, especially in the areas of dis- 
armament and United States foreign 
policy. 

YOUR concern can count! 


NOTES 


@ Shirley Lee of the PROVIDENCE 
BRANCH sent in a wonderful report on 
over ten years of work in the field of 
integration and race relations by 
WILPF in Rhode Island. Mrs. Lee, as 
Chairman of the Committee on Dis- 
crimination in Housing in Rhode fs. 
land and with the whole hearted co- 
operation of the Branch, has taken the 
lead in promoting a Fair Housing Law 
in Rhode Island. So far, however, their 
efforts have been defeated by vested real 
estate interests using red-baiting as a 
weapon. Negro ghettos, currently being 
torn down, are arising again due to the 
panic tactics of real estate men. A new 
Mt. Hope Neighborhood Improvement 
Association is trying to build an inter- 
racial community in one such area. 


@ Ten pairs of teas, held in the early 
afternoon (before children get home 
from school) and in the evening of the 
same day, with guests given a choice 
were the MADISON BRANCH member- 
ship plan this year. All who came heard 
about WILPF activities and were asked 
to sign a guest book. Each was given 
@ packet of material, and later sent a 
card asking her to check interested, 
not interested, send notices, or plan to 
join, Agnes Hole, new Wisconsin State 
President reported. 
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National Board Members Elected to Serve 1960-1962 


Mary Chamberlain (Conn.) 
Jeannette Cleary (Mich.) 
Celia Daldy (Pa.) 

Marii Hasegawa (N. J.) 
Viena Hendrickson (Minn.) 
Carmelita Hinton ((Pa.) 


Flemmie Kittrell (D. C.) 
Lily Pickett (Pa.) 

Meta Riseman ‘ Mich.) 
Doris Shamleffer (Md.) 
Emily Simon (Md.) 
Elizabeth Weideman (Mich.) 


National Board Members Appointed to Serve 1960-1962 


Helen Crowley (Md.) 
Susie Elliot (D. C.) 
Vera Foster (Ala.) 
Emily Greenblatt (Wis.) 
Joy Guze (Mo.) 

Helen Hubbell (Pa.) 


ALSO ELECTED: 


Elizabeth Weideman, 

3rd_ Vice-President 
NEW COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 
Elizabeth Tolles: Branches 
Elizabeth Borton: Personnel 
Jeanette Cleary: Nominations 
Janet Neuman: Public Relations 


Elizabeth Borton, 
Ath Vice-President 


Marjorie Matson: 
Anne Baldwin: Book Award 
Stella Hemphill | 

Bess Walcott 


Elizabeth Hunter (Cal.) 
Betty Houston ( Mich.) 
Helene Johnson (Colo.) 
Alma Peiersen (Ill.) 
Kathryn Pittman (N. Y.) 
Margaret Sewell (Ga.) 


Ava Helen Pauling, 
Sth Vice-President 


Civil Liberties 


Civil Rights 


Annual Meeting Extras 


® Leadership training from 6 to 9 A.M. 
each morning took real character, but 
the sessions with Mary Chamberlain 
certainly paid off. Even without break- 
fast we got a lot of new ideas on how 
to make better use of the packet (only 
35 for an extra subscription makes it 
much easier to get material around) ; 
how to plan a 45-minute business meet- 
ing and how to use an Executive Board. 
® Then if you could skip dinner, too, 
Emily Simon provided a_ wonderful 
chance, from 7 to 8 P.M., to hear tapes 
and records and see films which could 
liven up the year’s programs. If you 
had to break down and eat. however. 
or simply didn’t get to Washington at 
all, you can write to Emily, 328 N. 
Charles St., Baltimore. Md., and ask 
her for lists 

@ Incidentally, WILPF now has two 
tapes of its own available: (1) Dr. 
Pauling’s speech at Annual Meeting 
($3 - 7% speed - 30 minutes) and (2) 
the speeches of Philip Noel-Baker (30 
minutes) wid Mrs. Agnes Meyer (14 
minutes) at the Washington Centennial 
Dinner ($4.50 - 7% speed). 


Congressional Breakfast 


Sitting dewn to breakfast with your 
Congressman or Senator may be a big 
thrill to WILPFers but legislators at- 
tend such breakfasts with constituents 
several times a week. delegates were told 
by a Congressman at the Annual Meet- 
ing Congressional Breakfast June 22 in 
the dining room of the New Senate 
Office Building. 

Two Senators and 12 Congressmen 
from 6 states attended. Minnesota had 
the highest record of legislators present 
with one Senator and three Congress- 
men. Annalee Stewart. WILPF Legis- 
lative Secreiary, acted as MC. Mildred 
Olmsted. National Administrative Sec- 
retary, gave the legislators a glimpse 
of the history and policies of WILPF. 

Senator Wiley of Wisconsin, Repre- 
sentatives Fulton of Pittsburgh, and By- 
ron Johnson of Colorado each spoke 
briefly and Senator Humphrey of Min- 
nesota was enthusiastically applauded 
as he emphasized the need for interna- 
tional disarmament agreements and 
urged delegates to campaign for Senate 
ratification of the treaty to internation- 
alize Antarctica. 


we 


Gov. McNichols of Colorado signs proclamation naming 1960 “Jane Addams Year.” 
Second from left is Gertrude Wissing, WILPF’s Denver Centennial Chairman. Others 
represent AFL-CIO, Social Workers, Community Centers, YWCA end ACLU. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
PRESENTATIONS 


@ The 1960 Jane Addams Children’s 
Book Award was presented to Mrs. 
Edith Patterson Meyer for Champions 
of Peace, a collection of biographical 
sketches of Nobel Peace Prize recipients. 
In accepting the award from Marta 
Teele, Chairman of the Committee that 
chooses the book to be honored each 
year, Mrs. Meyer remarked that she 
hoped reading about these people 
would impress upon young minds that 
“individuals are not as ineffectual as 
we sometimes think.” 


®@ On behalf of B’nai B'rith, a doll of 
fine workmanship representing Jane 
Addams, was presented to the Jane Ad- 
dams Centennial. The doll is now on 
exhibition at the Philadelphia office, 
and can be borrowed by branches on 
a temporary basis. 


@ The Baltimore Branch presented 
WILPF with a handsome portrait of 
Gertrude Bussey. In a moving tribute. 
Dorothy Elderdice spoke of the great 
love and work that Dr. Bussey has given 
WILPF. of her career as teacher and 
humanitarian. and of the far-reaching 
influence of her wisdom. The portrait 
has been hung on the stairway at Jane 
Addams House in Philadelphia. 


@ Two distinguished guests attended 
the Annual Meeting: Senora Lucila De 
Laverde of Colombia, Chairman of the 
Inter-American Committee of the In- 
ternational WILPF, and Mrs. Vida 
Marke of Sierra Leone. who is current- 
ly inspecting American educational 
systems. Mrs. Marke wore her beauti- 
ful national dress and added a dazzling 
note of color to the audience. 


FREEDOM FOR THE 
THOUGHT WE HATE 


“Can we advocate curbing public 
anti-Semitic speeches without infring- 
ing our civil liberties?” This was one 
of the issues which cropped up repeated- 
ly during the Annual Meeting. 


It was first raised by Norman Thomas 
during the opening session when he told 
of the problem facing the American 
Civil Liberties Union as to whether they 
should support George Rockwell’s ap- 
plication for a permit to hold a July 4th 
American Nazi Party rally in Union 
Square in New York. 


At the closing business session, Mar- 
jorie Matson, WILPF Civil Liberties 
Chairman, pointed out that any weak- 
ening of guarantees of freedom of 
speech was likely to be used to curb 
those expressing anti-war and other pro- 
gressive views. Southern sit-in leaders 
have been arrested for “incitement to 
riot.” Federal courts have held that 
there must be “clear and present dan- 
ger” that the listeners will act on the 
incitement. Thus, if violence actually 
breaks out, the speaker may be arrested 
—and Rockwell has been arrested when 
high school boys he was addressing 
started fist fights. 


Delegates were forced to conclude 
that the answer to anti-Semitic utter- 
ances was not through legislation limit- 
ing freedom of speech, but rather 
through distribution of leaflets and 
other educatienal efforts to promote 
ideas of brotherhood. 
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